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Overview of Today’s Presentation

• Overview Carver College of Medicine
• Overview of PA Programs Nationally
• Overview of Admissions for the PA Program at Iowa
• Overview of Didactic Phase of Program
• Overview of Clinical Phase of Program
• General Conclusion
• Q & A Session



Education

(MD, PA, PT, PhD programs)
Teaching and training 

tomorrow’s health care providers

Research
Bringing new discoveries 

and new treatments

Patient Care
(UIHC and SFCH)
Providing high-quality 
primary and specialty 

care services

UIHC Three-Part Mission



Carver College of Medicine (CCOM):  Overview

• The Carver College of Medicine (CCOM) is a part of 
University of Iowa Health (UIHC), an academic health 
center.

• The PA Program as part of the center has tremendous 
resources available to be utilized in accomplishing its
mission.

• Focuses on a Three-Part Mission



Carver College of Medicine (CCOM)
Overview

• West side of the Iowa River (UI health sciences campus) 
includes:

–Colleges of Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Pharmacy and Public 
Health

–University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, one of the nation’s 
largest university-owned teaching hospitals (~800+ beds). 

–Most UI athletic venues 



6 
nationally ranked 
programs

• Physician Assistant: No.1
• Physical Therapy: No. 4
• Family Medicine: No. 15
• Primary Care: No. 20
• Internal Medicine: No. 29
• Research: No. 34

6
nationally ranked 
specialties

• Ear, Nose, and Throat: No. 6
• Ophthalmology: No. 6
• Gynecology: No. 19
• Orthopedics: No. 27
• Pulmonology: No. 27
• Cancer: No. 43

5
nationally ranked 
specialties

• Neonatology: No. 32
• Pediatric Orthopedics: No. 37
• Pediatric Endocrinology: No. 38
• Pediatric Nephrology: No. 42
• Pediatric Neurology/ No. 49

Neurosurgery: 

National Rankings

U.S. News & World Report
“2021 Best Graduate Schools”

U.S. News & World Report
“2019-2020 Best Hospitals”

U.S. News & World Report
“2020-2021 Best Children’s Hospitals”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Best Hospitals: Updated July, 2019 (new rankings published each July)
Best Children’s Hospitals: Updated June, 2020 (new rankings published each June)
Best Graduate Schools: Updated March, 2020 (new rankings published each March)



PA Program:  Mission Statement

•To recruit exemplary individuals from diverse 
backgrounds and educate them to provide 
high quality, compassionate healthcare as 
Physician Assistants 



In addition, the PA Program strives to…

• Provide students with a broad-based interprofessional medical education that will enable 
them to adapt to the changing health care environment with a focus on evidence-based 
practice

• Prepare and encourage graduates to practice in rural communities and other underserved 
settings

• Educate students in a collaborative team model that promotes critical thinking and 
medical problem-solving skills

• Continue our tradition of excellence in preparing students to successfully pass the 
national certification exam (PANCE)

• Develop faculty and staff members with a commitment to excellence in teaching, service, 
and scholarship
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Total Number of PA Programs Nationally

Data take from PAEA Annual Report (2020) 



PA Programs Nationally
Geographic Distribution

Data take from PAEA Annual Report (2020) 



PA Programs Nationally
Length in Months 

U of I

Data take from PAEA Annual Report (2020) 



PA Programs Nationally
Start/End Dates 

UI START

UI END

Data take from PAEA Annual Report (2020) 



— 17 —

CASPA DATA (2013-2018)

Category 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
Submitted
Applicants

21,730 22,997 25,755 26,953 27,370

Matriculants 7,193 7,801 8,580 8,792 N/A

Acceptance 
Rate

33% 34% 33% 33% N/A

Applicants 
Per Seat

3.02 2.94 3.00 2.95 N/A
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UI PA Program -- Admission Process

• App Review Process • Interview Process
Receive Application from CASPA

Application Complete?

Notify 
Applicant

of Missing Items

Admission Criteria
Met

Send to
Admission
Committee

DENY 
APPLICANT

NO YES

NO YESNO

Items Received 

Committee Review

Interview-Hold
(Review for Interview Selection)

Denied

Admit Offer
(25)

Alternate List
(12-15)

Interviews Complete
Committee Review



UI PA Program Interview Selection Criteria 
(Comprehensive Review) 

Academic (GPA, GRE/MCAT)

Healthcare Experience

Other Experiences (Work/Volunteer/Extracurricular)

Knowledge of PA Role/Profession

Personal Statement

Supporting Documents



UI PA Program
Admission Selection Criteria 
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UI PA Program
Number of Applicants (2014-2021) 
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UI PA Program:  Class of 2021-2023 Profile
GENDER, AGE AND RESIDENCY STATUS:

AGE:
Mean:  25 years

GENDER:
Male:     48%
Female: 52%

RESIDENCY:
Iowa:  44%
Other: 56%

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND PRIOR TO ENTRY:
AVERAGE GPA:
Cumulative:  3.79/134 hours
Science:       3.74/77 hours
Last 40: 3.76 

Healthcare Exp.: 3,005 hours Research Exp.: 938 hours
HEALTHCARE AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

AVERAGE GRE SCORES:
Verbal:  158    Analytical: 4.4
Quant.:  158
AVERAGE MCAT: 508
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UI PA Program
Curriculum

Revised curriculum
Highly integrated basic sciences/clinical experience
Focus is on 3 strands:





In Medical Gross Anatomy students learn to identify the 
various components comprising the human body and how 
their structures and locations relate to their functions. This 
includes complete dissection of the human body. The 
course provides students with much of the new language 
they will need to communicate accurately and specifically 
with patients and other clinicians.



Clinical and Professional Skills (CAPS) The goal of CAPS is to 
provide students with the knowledge, skills and attitudes required for 
professional development and clinical excellence including the sense 
of inquiry and lifelong habits of skill acquisition, self-assessment and 
reflective practice. CAPS offers sequentially more challenging 
clinical experiences across the 28 months, repeated practice 
opportunities, observation and feedback, simulations and self-
directed learning and reflection. 



Medicine and Society (MAS) consists of three 
consecutive, integrated courses in which students 
learn about disease prevention, health promotion 
services, public health, epidemiology, health services 
organizations and delivery, and community 
dimensions of medical practice.



Foundations incorporates genetics, embryology, molecular 
biology, biochemistry, cell biology and histology. Students 
will learn the molecular events required for cellular life and 
describe how cells grow and interact to form the basic 
tissues of the human body. This course provides the 
necessary framework to begin to explore the six Mechanisms 
of Health and Disease.



The Mechanisms of Health and Disease (MOHD) curricular 
strand is comprised of six multi-system mechanisms. 
MOHD 1 and 3 cover the mechanisms of Oxygenation, 
Metabolism, and Genetics/Development. MOHD 2 and 4 
cover the mechanisms of Immunology/Inflammation, 
Locomotion/Integument, and Neuropsychiatry. 



The Summer courses are PA only courses and 
include: Professional and Clinical Skills, Seminar for 
PA students, Foundations in Radiology, EKG and 
ACLS for PA Students, and Clinical Laboratory 
Medicine. 



UI PA Program 
Clinical Year Curriculum

• Clinical Curriculum Format
• Introduction to Clinical Skills
• Core Rotations
• Elective Rotations
• Rotation Sites
• Evaluation Techniques



UI PA Program 
Clinical Year Curriculum

• 48 weeks of clinical rotations (4 from summer 
and 44 during clinical year)

• Assigned by director of clinical education after 
meeting with student

• In surrounding area, Iowa, regional, national 
and/or international

• Assisted with housing



UI PA Program 
Clinical Year Curriculum

• Required Clinical Rotations (weeks in length)
• Summer Curriculum (4 Week)
• Family Practice (4) X 2 (one in a rural/underrepresented location)
• Internal Medicine (4 weeks of General IM and 2 weeks of a Sub-specialty)
• Pediatrics (4)
• Surgery (6)
• Psychiatry (4)
• Gynecology (4) 
• Emergency Medicine (4)
• Total of 40 weeks of Required Rotations
• Elective Rotations
• Students select 8 weeks of elective rotations



A Tradition of 
Excellence

University of Iowa PA Program
PA Curriculum – Clinical Year

JAN    FEB   MAR             APR   MAY   JUN                 JULY  AUG   SEPT        OCT   NOV   DEC

T
C
P

12 Week 
Block of  
Rotations

12 Week 
Block of  
Rotations

12 Week 
Block of  
Rotations

8 Week 
Block of  
Rotations

= Quarterly Meetings and/or Break
= Transitions to Clinical Practice (2 Semester hours) 

PA Senior Capstone - 2 s.h.

= Rotations (44 Semester hours)



UI PA Program 
Clinical Year Curriculum

Computer Based Testing
•End of Rotation Examinations (All Core)
•Web-administered Mid-year Examination
•PACKRAT National Examination (X2)
•Final Comprehensive Examination



UI PA Program 
Clinical Year Curriculum

Practical Assessments of Student Performance
• Preceptor Evaluations
• Simulated Patient Assessments
• Student’s Quarterly Self-Assessment
• Faculty Quarterly Comprehensive Assessment
• PBAs (Patient Based Assessment with 
simulated patients)
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UI PA Program
Degree and Certification 

•College of Medicine:
1.Certificate of Completion - this certificate 
enables the student to sit for the National 
Certification Examination

2.Masters of Physician Assistant Studies 
(MPAS) Degree



UI PA Program PANCE Results

Data taken from NCCPA Reports (2021) 



UI PA Program
PANCE Results – Content Area

UI PA Program scored at or above the National Mean in all subsections of the PANCE



UI PA Program
PANCE Results – Overall Report 

Data taken from NCCPA Reports (2021) 



US News & World Report Ranking Info (Every 4 Years)
Physician Assistant Programs - Masters Degree (2018)

Average Reputation
Rank/School Score (5 = highest)

1. University of Iowa 4.2
1. Duke University Medical Center (NC) 4.2
3. Baylor College of Medicine 4.1
4. University of Utah 4.0
5. Emory University 3.9

U.S. News & World Report

Data taken from US News & World Report (2018) 



UI PA Program
Accreditation Results

• In March of 2013 ARC-PA granted the maximum length 
accreditation (10 years) to the University of Iowa PA 
Program. 

• Next ARC-PA Accreditation is 2023
–August 2019 – 3 Year Out Self-Study Report Submitted
–May 2022 Application for Self-Study is Due
–August 2022 will be Site Visit
–Accreditation Decision in 2023



UI PA Program
Student Comments 

• “I believe that I received an excellent education at 
U of I and many other intangible aspects such as 
good ethical training as well.”

• “It is easy to see why the program regularly rates 
at the top of the country. The faculty are extremely 
helpful and the learning environment is second to 
none. The support that this program has from the 
medical school makes it very special.”



UI PA Program
Student Comments 

• “Overall the program is extremely comprehensive. 
Iowa is ranked at the top for a reason; student are 
challenged and prepared appropriately.

• The university of Iowa program was stellar and 
exceeded my expectations! I had a great 
experience with the program and had a lot of 
support to help me succeed. Additionally, I feel 
prepared to transition into the real world as a PA.



Why Choose Iowa for PA School?
• You will receive an exceptional education as a PA with a focus on Inter-

Professional Education (IPE)
• A School with a Tradition of Excellence (very helpful when seeking 

employment)
• You will be extremely well prepared to pass the National Certification 

Examination
• You will join a group of outstanding students 
• Excellent faculty and staff
• First-rate medical and education facilities
• Ranked #1 by US News & World Report for value/cost of the education
• Interesting yet safe community to live in



The University of Iowa PA Program
From the Student Perspective
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